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purposes of administration, trade, and industry in each tribal
territory and its subdivisions, were gradually converted into
towns, which brought together large numbers of the popula-
tion—the ruling aristocracy, the native and foreign traders,
and artisans. The settlement took shape and came to look
like the normal Greek or Italian town, and finally acquired
the outward forms and the substance of self-government, as
well as the social system of the city-state. Celtic 'vergo-
brets? became duumviri, and Celtic Druids municipal priests.
The Celtic civitas evolved into a Roman town and eventually
received from the Roman government the title and privileges
of a mitnicipium or colonia.
In Africa a similar development took a different path.
Africa also was a site for colonization, A number of Italian
settlers—merchants, bankers, manufacturers, landowners—
got together by degrees in the Phoenician and Berber towns
that existed already. During the civil wars and under the
empire some of the towns were colonized with Roman veterans,
whom the Roman government presented with considerable
allotments, taken from the town territory, of cultivated or
cultivable land. Thus there grew up urban centres contain-
ing two communities, the original Phoenicians and the Roman
new-comers. These communities blended in course of time,
and the population became mixed. Eventually, the existing
state of things was recognized by the state, and the united
community received the name and status of a Roman muni-
cipium or colonia,
The gradual advance of the Roman armies to the south
and west opened up fresh territories, which contained no
urban centres but were suitable for colonization and cultiva-
tion. Part of this land was disposed of under the empire in
assignment to veterans: colonies of this kind were settled
in rapid succession. Part of it was bought up by emigrants
from Italy or enterprising inhabitants of the old Roman-
Phoenician towns. Villages, containing markets, temples,
and shops, grew up in suitable places, and the landowners,
traders, and artisans of the district settled there. The popula-
tion increased, the village organized itself like a town and
gradually became the natural centre of a more or less extensive
territory. As such it was made use of by the state, and
received the title and the rights of a municipium and later of
a colonia.

